70              WILLIAM CHARLES MAC READY.
performances the great attraction of his season, but Kean flatly declined to be seen on the same stage with Macready. He " did not mind Young," whose method served as a foil to his own, but shrank from facing a fierier rival. Elliston was consequently forced to restrict Macready's engagement to the stated minimum of forty nights. He reappeared after Easter (1824) to finish his tale of performances ; but the remainder of the season was uneventful, save for Munden's retirement from the stage on the last day of May. The only part added to Macready's repertory was that of the Duke in Measure for Measure.
His last appearance  for  the  season  took place on June 23, and on the following morning he was married at St. Pancras Church to his Virginia of four years ago. Miss Catherine Frances Atkins.    Miss Atkins had held the "juvenile lead'* in his fathers Bristol company from January, 1821, to June, 1822.   Here she had played Lady Anne to Macready's Richard III., Virginia to his Virginius, Isidora to his Mirandola.    Among her other parts were Ophelia,   Celia,   Dorinda  in  Dry den   and   Davenant's Tempest, Calanthe in Damon and Pythias, and Zelinda in The Slave.    The "lead" was held at this time by a Miss Desmond, who, towards the close of 1821, became the wife of the elder Macready.   On leaving Bristol, Miss Atkins and her father and mother migrated to Dublin: and on March 26, 1823, her father was drowned, with seventy other passengers, in the wreck of the Liverpool packet Alert off the Welsh coast.     Up to this time the relation between Macready and Miss Atkins had been that of guardian and ward, or preceptor and pupil.    Her fathers death brought matters to a point.    They became formally betrothed, and in the  autumn  of  1823  Miss Atkins came to England to make the acquaintance of